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BIO STATEMENT:  Dr. Isaac Shawa holds a PhD; he was granted a studentship from 

the University of Plymouth in collaboration with Imperial College London in the United 
Kingdom.  He was a recipient of a prestigious Commonwealth Scholarship to pursue 
postgraduate studies at the University of Liverpool in the UK; as a result of a 

successful completion of BSc studies in South Africa. Dr. Shawa is a Virologist and 
broadly interested in host-viral interactions in understanding the viral pathogenesis 

and their elicited immune responses.  His research interests are shaped by the 
emerging trend towards the multi-disciplinary approach that can facilitate 
understanding of host immune responses to various micro-organisms.  His PhD 

research mainly focused on the different strategies to identify characteristics of 
Hepatitis C virus (HCV) resistance; and the possible immunological mechanisms that 

protect the HCV exposed uninfected population.   

 
 
ASM ACTIVITIES: (List your ASM positions with dates of service)  

 
ASM COMMITTEES/BOARDS: Country Ambassador - Malawi 

 
BRANCHES: Malawi 
 

DIVISIONS:  Malawi      
 

COMMUNITIES: Malawi 
 
OTHER:  University visitations, ASM presentations, membership registrations. 

 
 

QUALIFICATIONS  
- I hold a PhD in Medical virology. 
- I am the Current ASM country Ambassador.  

- I have experience in leadership. I have served in the highest academic 
committee i.e. University Senate since 2018 to date. 

- I have led a research group as a deputy group head where we have different 
professionals such as Nurses, Clinicians, Laboratory personnel, students, 
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research assistants, and field workers. I also supervise research students of 
different academic levels (PhD, MSc, Mphil, Bsc). 

 
 

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
1. Introducing ASM to Malawi, I am the first Country Ambassador. 
2. Increasing the number of ASM membership in Malawi. 

3. Successfully held ASM events in different Universities. 
 

POSITION STATEMENT 
If elected to the position, I will ensure that we continue increasing the ASM 
membership in Malawi. I will work to reach-out to the majority of institutions 

involved in Microbiology activities in the country. Since during the past ASM events 
we did not manage to participate in conferences, I plan to participate in local 

conferences and set up a booth. I also plan to have an active students chapter at 
our University of Malawi and other Universities working together with the ASM 
Young Ambassador. 

 
With the ASM support, I am hoping to continue being innovative and introduce new 

ASM services to increase ASM visibility in the country. To come up with plans for 
stable cost effective means of interacting with ASM members on regular basis to 

solicit ideas and feedback on how we can improve our operations. 
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BIO STATEMENT:  
My passion is to bring together diversity of thought and perspectives to advance the 

microbiological sciences. As someone who has gone down a non-traditional career 
path thanks to ASM, I am also passionate about widening career options for 

microbiologists and thus broadening our collective impact on society. I care about 
what we, together, can do for science; and how ASM as the preeminent society in 
microbiology can do for you. For me, the key to ASM’s progress is not about 

knowledge or representation of a particular group of people, it’s about asking 
questions in order to understand and interrogate issues, so is to bring out the best 

ideas and discussions moving forward. It has been an absolute honor to serve on the 
ASM Board of Directors for the past two years and, with your support, I hope to 
continue my contribution to ASM.  

 
 

ASM ACTIVITIES: (List your CURRENT ASM positions with dates of service)  
 
ASM COMMITTEES/BOARD:ASM Board of Directors 

 
 

CURRENT PROFESSIONAL INFORMATION  
 First Secretary (Sanitary and Phytosanitary) based at the New Zealand 

Embassy in Beijing, New Zealand Ministry for Foreign Affairs and Trade, 2018 

to current 
 

 Manager (locally engaged staff), New Zealand Ministry for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade, 2020 – current  

 

 Communications Director, Asia Pacific Research Institute, 2016 – current  
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MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

 Served on the ASM Board of Directors – contributed to the identifications of 
ASM priorities and plans to achieve ASM’s objectives. I brought to the 

discussions an international perspective and as someone who had worked in 
a variety of fields outside of academia. I believe the diversity of thoughts 
helped bring a different perspective to examining the macro-environment 

and how ASM could position itself to succeed. 
 

 Served on the ASM Futures Group – privileged to work on the project that 
critically examined the status of ASM in 2014/2015 leading to the pivotal 
moment in ASM organizational history. I am proud to have contributed to the 

revision of the mission statement, strategic goals and the design of the 
society’s governance structure.  

 
 
POSITION STATEMENT 

Having been involved in ASM’s progress in the five years to modernize its structure 
and infrastructure in response to the needs of the membership, I believe ASM is 

well-positioned to respond and adapt to the fast-changing world we now live in.  
 

ASM has done exceptionally well in response to COVID-19, but the uncertainty of 
what our world will become remains. In this current world with intensified public 
and political attention on science, I am excited by the opportunity to serve on the 

ASM board to further discussions on how ASM can maximize this once-in-a-life-time 
opportunity to prioritize and execute its strategic plan, and how ASM as an 

organization bring its members together to advance science and guide public 
opinion of science at such critical time in history. 
 

I bring to the Board an international perspective, stakeholder engagement 
experience and communication skills to serve you, us as ASM members, and the 

society at large. If elected, I will continue to strive, as I have done in the past, to 
bring a variety of voices and views into the discussions and work with members of 
the ASM Board as well as ASM staff to bring ASM members together to advance the 

microbial sciences. 
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