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Statement 
If elected as a member of the American Academy of Microbiology’s Subcommittee on Elections, 

my plan would be to evaluate candidates for advancement to Fellow and make recommendations 

to the Governors. Given the broad nature of the field of microbiology and the varied 

backgrounds of our members, I will have a particular focus on identifying a diverse pool of 

candidates that have made important contributions to the field of microbial sciences and can 

advance the mission of the Academy. The diversity should focus on the candidate’s background 

as well as their specific scientific accomplishments. 

Qualifications 

I have extensive experience recruiting and evaluating faculty credentials for promotion, 

performing annual faculty development reviews, and selecting candidates for advancement to 

Fellow in another national organization (Infectious Diseases Society of America). My 

experiences in both Pathology and Medicine Departments have provided me with a broad 

understanding of the field of microbiology from a clinical and public health perspective 

including clinical, translation and basic research. 

Education 

 1987 - 1990 - Intern and Resident in Medicine, Brigham and Women's Hospital, Boston. 

 1990 - 1994 - Fellow in Infectious Disease, Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston. 

 1987 - M.D., Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine. 

 1983 - Ph.D., Biochemistry, Case Western Reserve University. 



Professional Experience 

 2018- Present - President/Executive Director, Brown Physicians Inc, Providence, RI. 

 2013- Present - Executive Vice Chair of Medicine, Brown Medicine, Providence, RI. 

 2013- Present - -Infectious Diseases Consultant, Rhode Island Hospital, Providence, RI. 

 2003-2013 - Vice Chair, Department of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine, Emory 

University School of Medicine, Atlanta, GA. 

 2001-2003 - Medical Director, Emory Medical Laboratories, Emory Healthcare, Atlanta, 

GA. 

 

ASM and Academy Activities 

 2018-2020 - Academy Board of Governors Nominating Committee. 

 2018-2020 - Meeting Strategy Committee. 

 2013- Present - Editor, Journal of Clinical Microbiology. 

 2014-2018 - Program Committee, Clinical Virology Symposium.  

 2015 - Education Task Force. 

 2009-2013 - ICAAC Meeting Program Committee. 

 2007-2012 - Editor, Clinical Microbiology Reviews. 

 2002-2010 - Editorial Board, Journal of Clinical Microbiology. 

 2007-2018 - Section Editor, Virology, Manual of Clinical Microbiology, 9th, 10th, 11th, 

and 12th Editions. 

 

Other Activities 

 2019- Present - Secretary, Infectious Diseases Society of America. 

 2018 - 2019 - Chair, Special Task Force on Publishing, Infectious Diseases Society of 

America. 

 2016-2019 - Board of Directors, Infectious Diseases Society of America. 

 2008-2014 - Pan American Society for Clinical Virology. 

 2005-2016 - Associate Editor, Journal of Clinical Virology. 

 

Major Accomplishments Including Honors and Awards 

I have advocated for molecular infectious testing in my role as Chair of the Infectious Diseases 

Society of America Diagnostics Task Force/Committee, where we worked in collaboration with 

ASM to raise awareness of diagnostic testing issues and made a series of recommendations to 

improve the current diagnostic landscape. This work involved engaging both the FDA and 

legislators on the importance of developing a regulatory process for laboratory developed tests 

that does not handicap clinical laboratories. 

 

My laboratory has pioneered standardization of viral load testing used in the management of 



viral infections in transplant infections, with particular attention on cytomegalovirus, Epstein-

Barr virus and BK virus. Over the past decade we have made tremendous progress improving the 

agreement and accuracy of these tests with studies focusing on commutability, variability in 

extraction methods and standards, as well as the form of the virus in plasma.  

 

I have aided in the development of highly cited International Consensus Guidelines on the 

Management of Cytomegalovirus (CMV) in Solid Organ Transplantation. My role was to lead 

the subgroup on Diagnostics. These guidelines are widely used by clinicians in the diagnosis and 

management of CMV infections. 

 

Pan American Society for Clinical Virology Ed Nowakowski Senior Memorial Clinical Virology 

Award 

American Society for Microbiology BD Award for Research in Clinical Microbiology 

Enders Lecture for Infectious Diseases Society of America 

Clinical and Laboratory Standards Institute Award in recognition of leadership and service 

Infectious Diseases Society of America Elected Fellow 
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Irving Nachamkin, Dr.P.H., M.P.H. 

 
 

Statement 

It would be an honor to serve on the American Academy of Microbiology’s Subcommittee on 

Elections if elected. By serving on the committee, I hope to promote the selection of pre-eminent 

individuals who have contributed to the advancement of the microbial sciences, whether through 

their research, clinical leadership, education or other activities that have had a major influence on 

the field. Our Academy Fellows are valuable resources for educating the public, government 

agencies, industry or other venues interested in the microbial sciences and selection of these 

leaders help to support the mission of ASM and the Academy.   

 

Qualifications 

I have been involved with the ASM at either the local level (Eastern PA Branch) or national level 

from the beginning of my professional career. Having extensive clinical and research experience 

while at a major academic research medical center and having served in a number of leadership 

roles has provided me with a perspective that I can leverage when reviewing nominees for 

election to Academy fellowship. My research background has spanned from grant funded wet 

laboratory research to applied and translational clinical/epidemiological research. I have also 

acted as a director for a fellowship and residency program for post-graduate medical education, 

in addition to different mentoring roles for students and faculty. I believe my experience will 

allow me to work successfully with the Subcommittee to recommend outstanding individuals for 

election to the Academy. 

 

 

 



Education 

 1980 - Dr.P.H., Public Health Microbiology, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

 1978 - M.P.H., Public Health Laboratory Practice, University of North Carolina at 

Chapel Hill. 

 1975 - B.S., Medical Laboratory Science, University of Bridgeport. 

Professional Experience 

 2009-2020 - Director, Division of Laboratory Medicine, Perelman School of Medicine 

and Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA. 

 1982-2020 - Associate Director, Clinical Microbiology Laboratory, Hospital of the 

University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA. 

 1995- Present - Professor, Pathology and Laboratory Medicine, University of 

Pennsylvania, Perelman School of Medicine, Philadelphia, PA.  

 1988- 1995 - Associate Professor, Pathology and Laboratory Medicine, University of 

Pennsylvania, Perelman School of Medicine, Philadelphia, PA.  

 1982- 1995 - Assistant Professor, Pathology and Laboratory Medicine, University of 

Pennsylvania, Perelman School of Medicine, Philadelphia, PA.  

 1980-1982 - CPEP Fellow, Medical and Public Health Microbiology, Medical College of 

Virginia, Richmond, VA.  

 

ASM and Academy Activities 

 2020- Present - Academy Subcommittee on Awards. 

 2019-Present - Council on Microbial Science. 

 2017- Present - Evidence Based Laboratory Medicine Guideline Committee. 

 2011-2017 - Clinical Microbiology Mentoring Committee. 

 2011- 2014 - Academy Siemens Young Investigator Award Selection Committee. 

 2005-2008 - Council Policy Committee. 

 2002-2012 - ASM Publications Board. 

 2002-2012 - Editor-in-Chief, Clinical Microbiology Reviews. 

 2001-2004 - Academy Dade MicroScan Young Investigator Award Nominating 

Committee. 

 1999-2001 - President, Eastern Pennsylvania ASM Branch. 

 1983- Present - Various Leadership Roles, Eastern Pennsylvania ASM Branch. 

 

Other Activities 

 2017-2020 - Publications Committee, Infectious Diseases Society of America. 

 2005-2008 - Standards and Practice Guidelines Committee, Infectious Diseases Society 

of America.  

 2002-2010 - Microbiology Devices Review Panel, Food and Drug Administration  



 

Major Accomplishments Including Honors and Awards 

As the new Editor-in-Chief of Clinical Microbiology Reviews in 2002, I helped to transform the 

journal to a new format, achieved ranking of #2 of 116 in microbiology category by 2012 with a 

5 year impact factor of over 19 (according to ISI).  

My laboratory has contributed to our understanding of Campylobacter infections through 

decades of research focus and helping to disseminate advances in the field by editing three books 

with ASM Press on Campylobacter.  

I have mentored dozens of students, fellows and junior faculty in Clinical Microbiology, who 

have gone on to successful careers in the microbial sciences, in clinical, academic and industrial 

venues.  

Professor (Hon.) of Medical Sciences, Hebei Medical College, Shijiazhuang, P.R. China 

American Academy of Microbiology Elected Fellow 

Infectious Disease Society of America Elected Fellow 

College of Physicians of Philadelphia Elected Fellow 
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Peter Palese, Ph.D. 

 

Statement 

If elected as a member of the American Academy of Microbiology’s Subcommittee on Elections 

(SoE), I will do my best to carefully review the qualifications of Fellow nominations so that that 

the Academy continues to elect scientists who have significantly contributed to the field of 

microbial sciences, and scientists who play an active role in the microbiology community. As a 

SoE member, I will also work to ensure that the Academy elects diverse members who are 

recognized for their innovation, excellence, and leadership. 

Qualifications 

I was elected Fellow of the American Academy of Microbiology in 2000. I have been an active 

member, serving on the Committee of Biodefense and the Selection Committee for the Abbott-

American Society of Microbiology Lifetime Achievement Award. I am very familiar with the 

Fellow nomination process having nominated/co-nominated several individuals, many of whom 

have been elected as Fellows. I nominate both junior and senior scientists for ASM Awards each 

year to recognize outstanding contributions in our field. These efforts showcase my commitment 

to the Academy. I am also an active member of the scientific community at large. I have 

published 450 scientific papers, many in high impact international journals, including Nature, 

Nature Immunology, the Journal of Virology, and PNAS. I regularly serve on editorial boards and 

grant study sections. For these reasons, I feel that I would be a good addition to the SoE. 

Education 

 1970 - Mag. Pharm., Pharmacy, University of Vienna, Austria. 

 1969 - Ph.D., Chemistry, University of Vienna. 



Professional Experience 

 2006- Present - Professor of Medicine, Infectious Diseases, Icahn School of Medicine at 

Mount Sinai, New York, NY. 

 1987- Present - Chair, Department of Microbiology, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount 

Sinai, New York, NY. 

 1978-Present - Professor, Department of Microbiology, Icahn School of Medicine at 

Mount Sinai, New York, NY. 

 1976 - Visiting Associate Professor, Department of Microbiology and Immunology, 

School of Medicine, University of California, Los Angeles, CA. 

 1974-1977 - Associate Professor, Department of Microbiology, Icahn School of Medicine 

at Mount Sinai, New York, NY. 

 

ASM and Academy Activities 

 2016 - Maurice Hilleman/Merck Award. 

 2006-2009 - Committee on Biodefense. 

 2006-2009 - Abbott-American Society of Microbiology Lifetime Achievement Award 

Selection Committee. 

 2000 - Elected Academy Fellow. 

 

Other Activities 

 2005-2006 - President, American Society for Virology. 

 2003-2004 - President, The Harvey Society. 

 

Major Accomplishments Including Honors and Awards 

My research includes work on the replication of RNA-containing viruses with a special emphasis 

on influenza viruses, which are negative-strand RNA viruses. My laboratory established the first 

genetic maps for influenza A, B and C viruses, identified the function of several viral genes, and 

defined the mechanism of neuraminidase inhibitors (now FDA-approved antivirals).   

My laboratory also pioneered the field of reverse genetics for negative strand RNA viruses, 

which allows the introduction of site-specific mutations into the genomes of these viruses. This 

technique is crucial for the study of the structure/function relationships of viral genes, for 

investigation of viral pathogenicity, and for development and manufacture of novel vaccines.  An 

improvement of the technique has been effectively used by my laboratory and colleagues to 

reconstruct and study the pathogenicity of the extinct 1918 pandemic influenza virus. 

The Palese laboratory and colleagues at Mount Sinai are aiming at developing a Universal 

Influenza Virus Vaccine which is long-lasting and effective against all strains of influenza. 



National Academy of Sciences Elected Member  

Robert Koch Prize 

National Academy of Medicine Elected Member 

Sanofi-Institut Pasteur Award 

American Academy of Arts and Sciences Elected Fellow 
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Fred Tenover, Ph.D. 

 
 

Statement 

My goal as a member of the Subcommittee on Elections (SoE) would be to help identify those 

individuals from across the gamut of microbial sciences with the vision, the drive, and passion to 

take their careers to the next level of service as members of the American Academy of 

Microbiology. Remarkably, we are seeing the nightly news filled with images of long lines of 

people waiting to get tested for COVID and hosting discussions about vaccine efficacy. This is a 

new era where science is very much in the public eye and the public is craving answers. Many of 

our Academy colleagues are educating both the public and policy makers about COVID. Within 

the Academy, it is the role of the SoE to identify the next cadre of exemplary leaders who do 

innovative science, are effective educators, and can help shape policy. The SoE needs to 

recognize excellence among those who work in government, industry, and academics, with 

expertise spanning many microbiologic disciplines. It also needs to champion diversity and 

inclusiveness. This diversity of expertise facilitates the ability of the Academy to address diverse 

and impactful topics, such as COVID, via conferences, colloquia, and other media. Fostering 

diversity, being inclusive, and addressing the broader strategic goals of both ASM and the 

Academy, are paramount when considering those who are being considered for election. The 

SoE is the primary facilitator of the Academy’s continued success. I would be honored to serve 

in this role. 

Qualifications 

Throughout my 26-year career in government service between the Seattle VA hospital and the 

CDC, I maintained academic appointments at premier research universities where my studies 

included collaborations with public health, infection control, the pharmaceutical industry, 



diagnostics manufacturers, and veterinary medicine. I took leaves of absence to conduct research 

in microbiology laboratories in both Egypt and Thailand in collaboration with the United States 

Agency for International Development (USAID) and the Department of Defense. I followed that 

with 12 years in the diagnostics industry, where excellence is measured with a very different 

yardstick. What I bring to the SoE is the perspective of someone who has witnessed true 

“excellence” in multiple sectors, as well as the struggle for recognition of innovative scientists 

working in low- and middle-income countries. My goal is to help the SoE achieve its goals of 

fostering a strong sense of diversity and inclusion while strengthening its global impact. 

Education 

 1981 - M.S., Ph.D., Medical Microbiology, University of Rochester. 

 1976 - B.S., Biology and Chemistry, University of Dayton. 

Professional Experience 

 2008- Present- -Vice President, Scientific Affairs, Cepheid Sunnyvale, CA. 

 2008- Present - Consulting Professor, Department of Pathology, Stanford University, 

School of Medicine, Stanford, CA. 

 1994- Present - Adjunct Professor, Department of Epidemiology, Emory University, 

School of Public Health, Atlanta, GA. 

 2007-2008 - Director, Office of Antimicrobial Resistance, Centers for Disease Control, 

Atlanta, GA. 

 2000-2007 - Associate Director for Laboratory Science, Division of Healthcare Quality 

Promotion, Centers for Disease Control, Atlanta, GA. 

 

ASM and Academy Activities 

 2020 - Panelist, ASM Virtual Symposium “Microbial Science Research in the Post-

COVID Environment.” 

 2017 - Panelist, Academy Colloquium “Changing Diagnostic Paradigms for 

Microbiology.” 

 1994-2010 - Vice Chair and Chair, ASM Conferences Committee. 

 2007-2015 - ASM International Committee. 

 1994-2000 - ASM Task Force on Antimicrobial Resistance. 

 

Other Activities 

 2015-2018 - CDC Culture-Independent Diagnostic Technologies Working Group. 

 2012-2017 - Infectious Diseases Society of America Rapid Diagnostics Working Group. 

 2007-2015 - Clinical and Laboratory Standards Institute Consensus Committee on 

Microbiology. 

 2010-2013 - Executive Committee, International Society for Antimicrobial 

Chemotherapy. 



 2010-2011 - European Congress of Clinical Microbiology & Infectious Diseases 

Planning Committee. 

 

Major Accomplishments Including Honors and Awards 

My team identified and characterized the Klebsiella pneumoniae carbapenemase (KPC) gene, a 

carbapenem resistance gene of global importance. 

 

I organized and led the team to develop interpretive criteria for pulsed-field gel electrophoresis 

patterns, i.e.,  “Tenover criteria.” 

 

I led the CDC laboratory teams that characterized the first vancomycin-resistant Staphylococcus 

aureus (VRSA) and vancomycin-intermediate Staphylococcus aureus strains (VISA).  

 

University of Dayton Alumnus of the Year 

Pasteur Award for Lifetime Achievement in Microbiology, Illinois Society for Microbiology 

Clinical Laboratory and Standards Institute Service Award for Leadership and Service 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Award for Outstanding Performance as a Senior 

Biomedical Scientist 

BD/ASM Award for Outstanding Research in Clinical Microbiology 


