
Because of the demanding. nature of the practice of 
public health and medical laboratory microbiology, be­
ca111e the results of medical lal>oratory procodurcs are • 1 
frequently employed by those without tJic means to 
evaluate either laboratory performance or penooaJ i 1 

competence of the clinical laboratory 1eientist, and bo- ' 1 
ca111e, in some respect� the practice of public health , I
and medical laboratory microbiology is a public service, ; , 
the need for a code to define ethical practice oo tho part ' , 
of the microbiologist has been widely . ell)Jflssecl lo ' · 
response to this general expreuio!J of need, this: code j i 
ha, �n developed. It is endor� by the Nation.i Reg- , · 
istry ol Microbiologists and by the American Board of '. 
Medical Microbiology. It was approved by the Board : : 
.of Governors of the Americu Academy of 11,ficr� ' , 
biology at a regularly schedulcicl meeting oo December 
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The Amerian Doud of Medial Mitrobiology 
and "' 

National Registry of Mitrobiologists 
,r t•e 

Amerian Aademy of Mkrobiology 

ARTICLE I 

Genenl Standards, Definitioas 

Section I. Public Health and Medical Laboratory Mic= 
biololY and its subdivisions of Bacteriology, Mycology, 
Virology, Immunology and Parasitology concern the ap­
plication of microbiological theory and practice, including 
the isolation, identi6cation and characterization of mic= 
bial agents of disease and the evaluation of measurable 
reactions of the patient which indicate infection or re­
sistance. 

Section 2. The Public Health and Medical Laboratory 
Microbiologist is one equipped by education and experi­
ence to engaae in the practice of microbiology as defined 
above. 

s�ction 3. Practitionen of the profession of Public Health 
and Medical Laboratory Microbiology • hold their contri­
bution to the welfare of the public as their ultimate con­
cern and responsibility. The microbiologist shall, to the 
best of his ability, 111e his scientific skills and lmowledae 
for the benefit of man. 

Section 4. The microbiologist accepts as professional obli-
1ations the acqisition of the best available education and 
experience in the science and its advancement through his 
penooal contribution. He shall strive constantly to eo­
lar,c, extend and improve his knowledge of the science to 
bis own advantage and that of his colleagues. 

Section 5. The Public Health and Medical Laboratory 
Microbiologiat shall maintain the highest professional 
standards in his dealinp with the medical and related 
professions. 

Sution 6. The microbiologist shall offer no rebates or 
commissions to any person for the solicitation or referral 
of patients for professional services. 

AKUt:LI!; II 

Publications, Patents and Advertising 

Section J. The microbiologist shall freely discuss with his 
colleagues and with scientists in related fields, advances in 
the science of microbiology. To withhold information for 
personal gain shall be considered unethical. This Section 
shall not apply to information classified by a government 
agency for reasons of national security. 

s�ction 2. The microbiologist is encouraged to publish, 
after critical evaluation, new knowledge pertaining to the 
science of microbiology obtained through research or other 
observations. 

Section 3. It shall be considered unethical for any mic= 
biologist to advertise, announce or solicit requests for his 
services except through bona fide scientific or professional 
channels normally used by physicians, microbiologists, and 
other health specialista. 

Section 4. Microbiologists shall require manufacture1s and 
supplien to provide all significant information on reagents, 
laboratory diagnostic agents, and biological products, pro­
posed for use by him, or in applications under his super­
vision or direction. He shall not knowingly 111e, endorse, 
or promote such products about which sisniftcant informa­
tion bas been concealed .. 

ARTICLE m 

Obliptiom as a Microbiologist 
Section I. Except for raearch purpo1e1, the microbiolo­
pst shall use only th«- procedurea and rea,eots that have 
been evaluated and found adequate for their intended pur­
poees by aeveral microbiolo1ists wboee competence can be 
recosnized by the American Board of Medical Microbiol­
olY or the American Academy of Microbiology, or that 
have been endoned u adequate by ncoaniz.ed 10vemmen­
tal or profeaaional orpoizatiooa. 

Section 2. The microbiologist ab all, in the punuit of bis 
profession, observe the highest scientific standards at all 
titnea and shall conduct bimaelf as a scientist. 

Section 3. The microbiologist shall carefully supervise the 
technicians workin1 in his laboratory. He shall train these 
worken to the best of his ability, encouraae them to attain 
the highest technical competence and teach them by word 
and example to adhere to the ethical standards herein 
outlined. 

Section 4. The microbiologist shall contribute to research 
and to the advancement of bis specialty, and shall eocour­
aae those workin1 in his laboratory to do likewise. He 
shall accept as collaboraton, whenever possible, the junior 
members of his staff and shall encourage these memben to 
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