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Overview  

The Ethics Committee focuses on issues surrounding scientific, research and professional 
misconduct. It oversees matters involving noncompliance by members or nonmember affiliates 
with the Society's Code of Ethics and Conduct. The Ethics Committee provides support to ASM 
programs to ensure that ethics concerns across the society are handled in a consistent manner. 
Further, the committee ensures that ASM is advised to the best ethics practices within the scientific 
community. 

As directed by the ASM Board of Directors (BOD), the Committee will be the authoritative body in 
resolution of issues relating to science ethics, misconduct and harassment. This Committee of the 
Board also ensures accountability for ethics matters involving members or nonmember affiliates. If 
an ASM staff member is found to be in violation, the ASM Headquarters Employment Policies will be 
followed; this is distinct from the Ethics Review Process for ASM members and volunteers. 

Ethics Committee  

The Ethics Committee is composed of 6 members, including the chair, whose names are listed 
below: 

• Jennifer Lodge, Ph.D., Duke University (Chair). 
• Gundula Bosch, Ph. D, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. 
• Dennis Dean, Ph. D., Virginia Tech. 
• Corrie Detweiler, Ph.D., University of Colorado Boulder. 
• Cindy Munro, Ph.D., RN, University of Miami School of Nursing and Health Studies. 
• Floyd Wormley Jr., Ph.D., Texas Christian University. 
• Stefano Bertuzzi, Ph.D., MPH, ASM CEO (ex officio, non-voting). 
• Amy Kullas, Ph.D., ASM Ethics Director (ex officio, non-voting). 
• Melissa Junior, MBA, ASM Chief Publishing Officer (ex officio, non-voting). 

 

In 2025, the Ethics Committee and Program appointed a new member to the Ethics Committee 
based on their robust qualifications and experience. The new appointee has been approved by ASM 
Board of Directors with their term commencing in July 2026.    

Ethics Committee Considered Important Modifications to ASM Events 
Code of Conduct 

The ASM Ethics Committee, in consultation with the legal team and the Executive Publisher of ASM 
Journals, unanimously approved revisions to the ASM Events Code of Conduct (CoC)to strengthen 
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protections and clarify expectations for all in‑person and virtual events organized by ASM. Updates 
include an expanded definition of harassment, with new language addressing sexual harassment 
based on a collaboration with the Progress, Impact, Access and Accountability (PIAA) Committee. 
Further, a new prohibition on recording or distributing content from sensitive ASM events and 
sessions was also added to the code. These revisions reinforce ASM’s commitment to maintaining 
a safe, respectful and professional environment across all activities. BOD approved these 
modifications, which are now reflected in the current ASM’s Events CoC. 

Outreach and Community Support 

ASM upholds its efforts to proactively educate and advise the microbial sciences on its Code of 
Ethics and Conduct by offering annual ethics-related sessions and support at its annual meeting. It 
also supports the ASM’s Events CoC at both in-person and virtual events. ASM received 7 CoC 
complaints from its meetings but were not elevated to CoC status. Staff met with the individuals 
and emphasized the vision of promoting a collaborative and engaging positive experience for the 
attendees.  

The Ethics Program shares its knowledge and expertise throughout the organization, ensuring 
ASM’s robust commitment to ethics and integrity. The Ethics Program remains a valuable resource 
to the Journals Program, offering guidance on in-depth ethics cases and matters. Additionally, all 
ASM Journals are members of the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE); accordingly, ASM 
Publishing Ethics Policies and Procedures align with COPE’s Guidelines. As such, the ASM Ethics 
and Journals Programs worked closely to develop ASM’s policy on use of generative AI at ASM 
Journals in accordance with COPE guidelines and industry standards. The ASM Ethics Program is 
committed to monitoring industry standards through participation in key events like Peer Review 
Congress and GW Ethics in Publishing Conference. The Program continues to successfully 
collaborate with industry leaders and strengthen editorial policies at ASM Journals as new 
challenges affect scholarly publishing.  

One such challenge is detecting image duplications in manuscripts and articles. The Ethics 
Program partnered with ASM Journals to integrate Imagetwin (an AIbased- tool for detecting 
potential image duplication) into the editorial workflow and conducted a year-long pilot to evaluate 
its effectiveness. In 2025, we published the outcomes of this pilot in the mBio article “ASM 
incorporates Imagetwin to address image duplication and preserve scientific accuracy.” The 
publication outlines key lessons on implementation, workflow refinement and policy development, 
offering practical guidance for journals and publishers seeking to strengthen their own approaches 
to publication integrity. This work underscores ASM’s leadership in adopting innovative tools that 
help safeguard the accuracy and reliability of the scientific record. 

ASM’s centralized approach to managing ethics across the organization is well regarded in the 
industry. Our presentation on this model at Council of Engineering and Scientific Society Executives 
(CESSE) webinar “Safeguarding Science: The Role of Integrity Oversight in Scholarly Societies” 
generated significant interest, prompting the panelists and co-hosts later to author an article on 
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current trends and future directions for publishing integrity in scholarly societies. This continued 
collaboration underscored the shared commitment among scholarly societies to investing in strong 
ethics oversight and infrastructure to combat growing challenges in the research and publishing 
landscape. These collective efforts culminated in the publication of “Future Perspectives: 
Publishing Integrity Oversight in Scholarly Societies.”  

During March Ethics Awareness Month, the Ethics Program led a month‑long engagement and 
educational campaign highlighting key ethics topics across the STEM community. In collaboration 
with ASM Communications, the team used ASM’s social media platforms to share short videos on 
common ethics issues and to spotlight relevant resources from ASM.org. This cross-platform 
approach provided an accessible and engaging way to educate and connect with members 
throughout the month. 

At Microbe 2025 in Los Angeles, Calif., the Ethics team hosted a Lounge and Learn session titled 
“Artificial Intelligence and Scholarly Publications: Evolving Tools, Trends, and Tips for Writing Your 
Paper.” This session developed on the previous year’s session on the subject and was organized in 
collaboration with ASM Journals. Stanley Maloy, Ph.D., Editor in Chief of the Journal of Microbiology 
and Biology Education, and Jack Gilbert, Ph.D. founding Editor in Chief of mSystems aimed to 
educate attendees about ASM’s policies on using generative artificial intelligence (AI) in research 
and manuscript writing. This well--attended session addressed key member concerns in this 
rapidly evolving landscape and fostered valuable discussion with attendees about the use of 
generative AI tools in research and manuscript development while deepening understanding of 
ASM's policy.  

Also, at Microbe 2025 in Los Angeles, Calif., the Ethics team hosted a new Lounge and Learn 
session titled “Publishing 101: Intro to Ethics” led by Gundula Bosch, Ph.D. educating attendees 
especially early career scientists on key publishing ethics concerns like the importance of obtaining 
IRB/IACUC approvals, properly declaring conflicts of interest, maintaining image integrity and other 
relevant ethics issues. Bosch also presented at ASM Studio a TED style 8-minute talk on “Ethical 
Research Starts Before the Study” where she emphasized the value of obtaining ethical approvals 
prior to conducting a study. The key take home message was that ethical oversight isn’t optional; it 
is foundational. This talk is also made available to our members through the ethics page on 
asm.org. 

During Peer Review Week (Nov. 17–21), we partnered with ASM Journals and PIAA to deepen 
engagement with our members, readers and the broader community on the issue of bias in the peer 
review process. As part of this effort, Gemma Reguera, Ph.D., Editor in- -Chief of Applied and 
Environmental Microbiology, authored the article “Linguistic bias and the hidden costs of science 
lost in translation” along with an accompanying blog post, “Linguistic Bias and the Science Lost in 
Translation” to further highlight this key issue. These pieces were released in tandem to highlight 
the often o-verlooked challenges faced by multilingual scientists and drew attention to the critical 
role of language equity in global publishing. 
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ASM Ethics Program collaborated with ASM Education to educate members and early career 
researchers on best practices while using AI in their scientific communications and research. 
Through this collaboration as part of the professional development series, we presented a webinar 
on “Writing Manuscripts and the Use of AI” to graduate and postdoctoral student members who are 
seeking guidance in this evolving topic, which can have significant impact at this career stage. We 
continued the conversation further and conducted a session with Stanley Maloy, PhD. at ABRCMS 
2025 in San Antonio Texas, on “Artificial Intelligence and Scholarly Publications: Evolving Tools, 
Trends, and Tips for Writing Your Paper.”  

To support the broader scientific and publishing community, we were invited throughout the year to 
share our expertise through talks, panels and collaborative discussions. At the American Chemical 
Society’s Middle Atlantic Regional Meeting in May in South Orange, N.J., our contributions to the 
symposium “AI in Scientific Publishing: Balancing Innovation, Integrity, and Impact” were well 
received. We also presented ASM’s policies and practices for addressing AI-r-elated concerns in 
publishing at the International Society of Managing and Technical Editors’ (ISMTE) 2025 Annual 
Meeting during the session “When the Machines Write Back: Detecting and Dealing with AI Data 
Manipulation.” At the 2025 CSE Annual Meeting in Minneapolis, the Ethics Program joined a panel 
on the pressing issue of “Paper Mills and Retractions.” In April 2025, the Ethics Program joined the 
roundtable panel at George Washington University’s “Next Gen Scholarly Publishing Tech Stack: 
2025 Roundtable.” In addition, ASM continued its leadership role within the Societies Consortium 
on Sexual Harassment in STEMM, representing the organization on the Leadership Council and 
leading a roundtable session at the annual convening. Finally, in collaboration with ASM’s Scientific 
Partnerships Manager in India, we facilitated a well--attended- session at the Vellore Institute of 
Technology on “Integrity in Scientific Publishing: Avoiding and Handling Retractions,” a topic of 
significant interest across the global scientific community. 

2026 Plans 

The Ethics Program will share the key findings from the ImageTwin pilot project and publication 
during the prestigious 9th World Conference on Research Integrity (WCRI), which will take place in 
May in Vancouver, Canada. Furthermore, The Ethics Program will continue to evaluate and adopt 
resources, software and tools that strengthen the routine pre-screening processes at ASM Journals. 
These efforts aim to enhance confidence in the scientific record and build trust among authors, 
reviewers, editors and the broader research community. 

At Microbe 2026, the Ethics Program and ASM Journals will host a Lounge and Learn session titled 
“Artificial Intelligence in Scholarly Publishing: Compliance, Transparency and Meaningful 
Disclosures.” Building on prior sessions about transparency and responsible use, this installment 
will focus on best practices for crafting meaningful AI disclosures, ensuring compliance with 
emerging policies and safeguarding research integrity while using AI tools. The goal is to help 
authors and editors maintain trust in science and scholarly publishing in the AI era. 

https://vimeo.com/1128694062/1813f0b41c?fl=pl&fe=ti


 

 

The Ethics Program will again host the “Publishing 101: Intro to Ethics” Lounge and Learn session at 
Microbe 2026 to help members navigate common publication ethics issues and how to avoid them. 
The session will cover topics such as image integrity, IRB/IACUC approvals, conflicts of interest and 
other frequent but preventable concerns. This year, it is included in the Career Advising Group’s 
programming to more intentionally reach early career scientists and strengthen their foundation in 
publication- ethics. 

Strengthening education in publication ethics, research integrity and scientific communication will 
be a core focus for the Ethics Program in 2026. We will continue supporting the scholarly publishing 
community by contributing expertise to educational initiatives and collaborating with societies 
such as CSE, ISMTE and SSP. To broaden our global reach, we will also expand ethics education 
efforts through ASM’s scientific partnership managers in India and China, helping equip our 
members and researchers worldwide with the foundational knowledge and skills needed to uphold 
integrity in scholarly publishing. 

Former and current members of the Ethics Committee are working together on the next edition of 
ASM’s Scientific Integrity textbook. The Ethics Program will continue to educate and interact with 
ASM members on publishing ethics through additional ethics-related online articles and a 
campaign in March for Ethics Awareness month activities. 

The Committee and ASM are committed to supporting and expanding our scientific community as 
we advance the microbial sciences. 

 


